H APPY New Year. It has been exactly one year since I started as Editor-in-Chief of the IEEE Transactions on Software Engineering (TSE), so in this editorial I would like to refl ect on to refl ect on this last year and to share with you some facts and fi gures and my plans for the next year.
On a more upbeat note, TSE received 384 submissions in 2010, and published 49 papers. Please do not interpret this as an "acceptance ratio," as the papers accepted for publication are not usually from the pool of submitted manuscripts in any one year. Indeed, the number of papers published (in hardcopy) is actually a function of the page budgets imposed by the IEEE Computer Society rather than any form of publication selectivity. Accepted papers are published electronically in the IEEE Computer Society Digital Library and IEEE XPlore soon after acceptance. On average, papers are fi nally accepted for publication in less than 7 months from fi rst submission (or fi nally rejected in less than 4 months).
In June 2010, the 2009 Thompson/ISI Impact Factors were published, and I reported in a subsequent editorial that TSE's impact factor had risen to 3.75 (from 3.57 the previous year). Impact factors measure the number of times, on average, a paper published in a journal is cited during a 2-year period, and is also a function of the number of papers published in the journal as a whole. It is just one measure of a journal's "infl uence," and some argue against its utility. It is nonetheless gratifying that TSE's impact factor places it at the very top of the league tables that use such measures. This refl ects the high quality work that authors publish in TSE, and in this case is an acknowledgment of the stewardship and judgment of former Editor-in-Chief Jeff Kramer and his Editorial Board.
I would like to wrap up with some further acknowledgments, starting with different groups of associate editors. First, the associate editors, whose terms ended before I started as Editor-in-Chief in January 2010, who nonetheless continued to volunteer their time and expertise to handle papers already in the journal's pipeline. I'd like to acknowledge them by name and hope that I have not missed any: Shing Chi Cheung, Prem Devanbu, Wolfgang Emmerich, Mark Harman, Audris Mockus, Hausi Muller, Wilhelm Schafer, Susanna Donatelli, Sebastian Uchitel, and Alex Wolf. Next, I would like to thank those associate editors whose terms have now ended, namely, Phyllis Frankl, Katsuro Inuoe, Adam Porter, Heinz Schmidt, and Axel van Lamsweerde. I look forward to their continued support in 2011 as their manuscript assignments wind down. And fi nally, I am very grateful to the current editorial board for their continuing hard work and wise counsel in 2010. I have learned tremendously from them, and TSE has been shaped and directed by their vision and diligence. I am pleased to welcome three new member of the Board in this issue: Drs. Siobhán Clarke, Patrick Heymans, and Laurie Williams, whose biographical sketches are included below.
The TSE Editorial Offi ce has provided me with excellent support and shepherding that has made my job possible. So, many thanks to Debby Mosher, Joyce Arnold, Hilda Carman, Kathy Santa Maria, and Alicia Stickley for all their help.
Last but not least, my warm thanks to TSE's three Rs-readers, writers and reviewers-the hundreds of individuals who make the journal work. My acknowledgment to these individuals notwithstanding, as I indicated in my last editorial, I would like to recognize particularly outstanding reviewers and authors, and I await nominations for "Best TSE paper in 2010" and "Best Reviewer in 2010."
Best wishes for 2011. Clarke's research interests are in design and programming models for adaptive systems and in improving techniques for the modularization of software. The complexities associated with developing adaptive systems require advanced software engineering techniques. The research follows on from her previous work on aspect-oriented software development by attempting to apply and extend those principles to design and programming models for systems that require (possibly unanticipated) adaptation at runtime. She leads a number of projects that investigate issues particular to engineering software for adaptive systems, and are working toward providing design models and programming frameworks to better support the applications programmer in building adaptive systems.
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